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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


It's not too early to be thinking about our 
upcoming Hamfest on the 27th of April. This is a 
club activity, meaning that everyone has a 
chance to participate. More to come in the next 
newsletter. 


| just put out e-mails advertising the event to 60 
ham clubs, covering the south bay, north bay all 
the way to Humboldt, Sacramento valley and the 
east bay. | could use some help in putting flyers 
around the valley here. 


We had three students at our last meeting at the 
high school. Mike, Chris (student) and | are 
struggling with trying to get a simple 
regenerative radio working properly. It's 
amazing the amount of squawks and squeals can 
come from the little beast. | am working on new 
and improved version. Will keep you posted. 
Thanks to Ed, W1EJ, for helping. 


Let us know what you are doing in ham 

radio. Doesn’t have to be anything exotic; just 
anything. 

The Loomis Hamfest is coming on the 16th. A 


group of us is planning on attending with the 
goal of filling my shopping cart . 


We could use more checkins on our Wednesday 
night net. Looks like Dave, KD6FIL, has net 
control for April. Thanks you Dave. 


March 2019 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, March 20, 2019, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma Police Department 
Presenter: Ed Fong 
Topic: A Unique J-pole antenna Design 


Please make sure you attend the next 
meeting. Not only will we be planning for the 
Hamfest, but we will have a program, by Ed 
Fong. 


Ed Fong was first licensed in 1968 as 

WN6IQN. He later upgraded to Extra Class with 
his present call of WB6IQN. He obtained the 
BSEE and MSEE degrees from the Univ. of 
California at Berkeley and his Ph.D. from the 
Univ. of San Francisco. A Senior Member of the 
IEEE, he has 12 patents and over 40 published 
papers and books in the area of communications 
and integrated circuit design. Presently, he is 
employed by the University of California 
(previously at Berkeley and presently at Santa 
Cruz- Silicon Valley) as an instructor teaching 
graduate classes in RF design and High Speed 
interface design. During his 30 year career he 
has performed worked for Motorola, National 
Semiconductor, Phillips Semiconductor and 
Advanced Micro Devices. (from his website) 


| have heard him present at Pacificon. He is a 
great speaker. | know that we have had 


presentations on J-pole antennas, Ed's design is 
unique. The presentation will be via SKYPE so Ed 
doesn’t have to drive up from the south 

bay. You can visit his website for more info on 
his antennas or to buy one. 


Thanks for the bandwidth. 
73, Jim, KEVUW 


Minutes of the February Meeting 


Meeting Minutes for February 20, 2019 
VOMARC Meeting 


KG6QNT (Eileen), N7PIB (San), NJ6E (Stan), 
N6TVN (Carl), WA6CRB (Dan), KEUUW (Jim), 
KASWSS (Robert), KG6N (Frank), KA2ZQQO 
(Declan), W1EJ (Ed), WD6BOR (Darrel), KD6FIL 
(Dave), WB6TMH (Mike), KV6X (Dan), W6JEB 
(John), AB7LG (Bill), KHEGJV (Bill) 


MINUTES 
Meeting called to order at 7:30pm. 
PRESIDENT 


Sad note, K6KLL, Alan, became a silent key on 
January 30. 


K6UUW has a list of website dates updates 


Dean Knight has offered to do a talk on radio 
astronomy this summer. 


VICE PRESIDENT 
Thanks for coming. 
TREASURER 


Thank you from the Historic Radio Society for 
the donation. 


The balance is $3,603.65. Received $350 in dues 
and donations so far this year. 


SECRETARY 
Taxes are due by May 15. 
OLD BUSINESS 


Upcoming dates: Next VE session is April 27. 
Need to confirm the PD training room for 
testing. 


Hamfest is April 27 
ARRL Annual Report is due. 
NEW BUSINESS 


Need to consider upgrading the band pass filters 
for Field Day. WXOB has good filters. Frank to 
check out options. 


Mystery Box — Robert was the lucky recipient. 
PROGRAM 


Bill Hillendahl, KH6GJV, ARRL San Francisco 
Section Manager — What’s happening at the 
ARRL 


—Submited by Dave KD6FIL 


US Amateur Radio Population 
Grows Slightly in 2018 


The US Amateur Radio population once again 
grew by about 1%, based upon 2017 and 2018 


year-end FCC database statistics provided by Joe 
Speroni, AHOA. The 755,430 total licensees 
represent nearly 7,300 more license holders 
than those that were in the database at the end 
of 2017. Nearly 51% of the Amateur Radio 
population in the US -- 384,145 -- hold a 
Technician license. Generals are second with 
175,949, and Amateur Extras number 147,369. 
Advanced and Novice licensee populations 
continue to decline, with 39,607 Advanced and 
8,360 Novices, as the FCC no longer issues 
Advanced or Novice licenses. A more significant 
Statistic is 31,576 new FCC licenses last year, 
although that's 620 fewer than came aboard in 
2017. 


(from Feb. 14 ARRL newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


FCC Invites Comments on Amateur Radio- 
Related Petition for Rule Making 


The FCC has invited public comments on 

a Petition for Rule Making(RM-11826) from an 
Ohio radio amateur seeking to amend the Part 
97 station identification rules to better 
accommodate and simplify station identification 
during an emergency net, drill, or activation. 
ARRL member Robert A. Dukish, KK8DxX, filed the 
petition in December, and the FCC put it on 
public notice this week. Dukish seeks a change to 
Section 97.119(a) of the rules, which requires an 
amateur station to transmit its "assigned call 
sign on its transmitting channel at the end of 
each communication, and at least every 10 
minutes during a communication." 


He noted that 
during emergency 
networks, 
requiring 
participating 
stations -- often 
portable -- to use 
their assigned call 
signs during each 
transmission 
could prove 
"burdensome and can hinder the flow of 
emergency traffic on the channel." 


* 


Specifically, he is suggesting that a simple 
approach would be to permit the net control 
station or other designated participant to 
announce from a single point the call signs of 
every station taking part in the net or exercise, 
when tactical call signs often are in use, at 10- 
minute intervals, using automatic CW 
identification. 


Dukish suggested amending Section 97.119(a) to 
add, "except during a local emergency network 
activation or drill," and providing that in such 
situations, a net control or designations station 
would be "authorized to announce all 


participating stations' assigned call signs at no 
more than 10-minute intervals while the net is in 
progress." The amendment would provide that 
participating stations "be within a 50-mile 
distance of the identifying station, and each 
individual station must self-identify by 
transmitting its assigned call sign at least once 
per hour." CW transmission could be no faster 
than 25 WPM if sent automatically to satisfy the 
suggested amendment. 


Interested parties may comment via the FCC 
Electronic Comment Filing Service (ECES). 


(from ARRL newsletter, Feb. 14, 2019) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


WWYV 100th Anniversary Special 
Event Operation in the Planning 
Stages 


It's a celebratory year for the WWYV stations. The 
fiscal year (FY) 2019 budget -- once signed -- will 
include full funding for the stations, which also 
mark their 100th year this fall. The WWV 
Centennial Committeehas a tentative agreement 
with the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) to mount a special event 
station this fall adjacent to the WWYV site in 
Colorado 

to mark 

the 

100th 


anniversary of the time and frequency standard 
station, the world's oldest continuously 
operating radio station. A memorandum of 
understanding is in the works. 


Dave Swartz, WODAS, of the Northern Colorado 
Amateur Radio Club (NCARC) heads the 
committee, which is developing plans for an 
NCARC special event from September 28 
through October 2, with a NIST centennial 


observance tentatively set for October 1. (from 
ARRL newsletter, Feb. 14, 2019) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Bakelite Patent Awarded 100 
Years Ago 


Radio amateurs of a certain age are more 
familiar than most newcomers with the trade 
name Bakelite, which derives its name from its 
inventor Leo Baekeland, who developed Bakelite 
phenolic resin, the first thermosetting plastic, in 
1907. His process patent for making insoluble 
products of phenol and formaldehyde -- the 
components of 

Bakelite -- was filed 

that year, and 

Baekeland was 

awarded a patent a 

century ago come 

this December. 

Bakelite found a 

place in numerous 

technologies, 

including early ham gear and radios, widely 
employed as an insulating material. 


Once a Bakelite product is formed, it will not 
change shape or melt under heat. In 
compression molding, the resin is generally 
combined with fillers such as wood or asbestos 
before it's pressed into the ultimate product 
shape.Tube sockets often were constructed 
using Bakelite. It later found its way into such 
products as jewelry. In February 1909, 
Baekeland officially announced his achievement 
at a meeting of the New York section of the 
American Chemical Society. (From ARRL 
newsletter, Feb. 28, 2019) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


A New VOMARC Mystery Box 


Thanks to Darrel Jones (WD6BOR), a new 
VOMARC Mystery Box™ appeared at the 
February meeting. A longtime club tradition in 
which a box of items directly or indirectly related 
to electronics and Amateur Radio is randomly 
assigned to a club member who then removes 
one item and replaces it with another. The box 
is then assigned to another member the 
following month. 


Some time ago a few members realized the box 
had disappeared. Turns out that a previous 
recipient had their car broken into and the 
mystery box was one of the items taken. We 
suspect the thief was in for a surprise when they 
opened the box to check out their loot! 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


WINDOWS SUPPORT 


Fair warning: Extended support for Windows 7 
ends in January 2020. This means that no new 
security updates will be published for the 
operating system after that date. Using 
computers that are not up to date with security 
patches can present risks to all of the other 
computers and devices on your network. 


—Submitted by Jim, KEUUW 


W6AJF LoTW Account 


We have obtained proper access to VOMARC's 
Logbook of the World (LoTW) account for 
WE6AJF. With the addition of the 2017 and 2018 
Field Day logs, 2,835 QSOs had been uploaded 
resulting in 811 QSLs. With those QSLs VOMARC 
has the following standings for several awards 
that can be obtained via LoTW: 


DXCC - 15 countries (minimum 100 required) 
WAS - 45 states out of 50 

WPX - 176 prefixes (minimum of 300 
required) 

WAZ - 12 zones out of 40 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
WWV Survives And Celebrates 100 Years 


Despite threats at being shuttered by the 
government WWYV has received funding for 
another year. To celebrate 100 years of 
operation a special event callsign (WWOWWV) 
has been issued for use from Sept. 28 to Oct. 
2. Operation will occur on WWV property 
outside of Fort Collins, CO. WWV is considered 
to be the oldest continuously operated radio 
station in the world and will continue to be for 
at least one more year. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/wwv-centennial- 
special-event-will-use-wwOwwv 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


New Ways To Learn Morse Code 


Google, yes Google, recently launched an 
initiative to teach Morse Code to people in new 
ways. Not intended for Amateur Radio, the 
effort was focused on children with disabilities 
who otherwise have difficulty 

communicating. The simplified binary interface 
of sending dots and dashes is sometimes the 
easiest method of getting an idea or thought 
out. A Morse Code keyboard for Android 
phones was created but the initiative also came 
up with a number of different games to 
encourage players to improve their code sending 
skills. Source code for finished designs are 
available for downloading. 


https://www.blog.google/outreach- 


learn-morse-codes-dots-and-dashes/ 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Powering Devices With WiFi Signals 


Tesla famously tried to advance the idea of 
transmitting power wirelessly. Though the idea 
never came to fruition, he may have been on to 
something. Researchers have now developed a 
tiny rectifying antenna the can turn WiFi signals 
into DC electricity. 


The devices generates up to 48 micro watts of 
power using typical household WiFi power 
levels, though researchers hope to achieve 
higher output in the future. That's not enough 
for most devices, but sufficient for some remote 
sensors, wearable devices and medical implants. 


https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/antenn 


a-can-power-devices-by-harvesting-ubiquitous- 
wifi-signals/3010070.article 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox... 
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THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 23 EDITION 3 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1° St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2019 ACS 2019 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE MARCH 20, 2019, 7:30PM 
AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, CITY OF SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 FIRST ST W, SONOMA 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2019 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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